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Dear Colleagues,  

This issue of the DiversityPreparedness.org E-Newsletter contains resources 
and translated materials pertaining to the Gulf oil spill, information on       
upcoming events and recent publications, and features Preparing African   
Immigrant Communities as the Topic of the Month—providing links to a     
variety of translated materials and planning tools.  Additionally, we spoke 
with Dr. Amy Lippmann to learn about her preparedness work with Somali 
refuges in Lewiston, Maine.  
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Topic of the Month:                        
Preparing African      
Immigrant Communities 

Immigrants of African descent are among 
the fastest growing populations in the 
United States. As of 2008, African immi-
grants comprised nearly 4 percent of the 
foreign born population—up from 2.8  
percent in 2000 and 1.8 percent in 1990. 
While African immigrants generally have 
higher levels of educational attainment 
and English proficiency than other immi-
grant groups, cultural intricacies pose  
barriers to fully meeting the prepared-
ness, response and recovery needs of this 
growing population.  African immigrants 
may differ in their preferred modes of 
communication and are less likely to be 
naturalized citizens than other foreign born populations. Furthermore, service 
providers may lack sufficient knowledge about the characteristics of distinct 
religious and tribal groups within this population. Below is a list of resources 
to inform preparedness efforts to meet the needs of African immigrant    
communities in disasters and public health emergencies. 

Translated Materials: 
 
 Prevent Poisoning from Carbon Monoxide: These printable flyers   

explain ways to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning in circumstances when 
electricity is not available. The resource is available in English, Amharic, 
Arabic, French, Oromo, Somali, Swahili, and other languages. 

Quick Links 

In This Issue 

http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__18306/resourceId__19332/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/preparedness/disaster/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/disaster/CO_flyer_ENGLISH.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/preparedness/disaster/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/disaster/CO_flyer_AMHARIC.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/preparedness/disaster/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/disaster/CO_flyer_ARABIC.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/preparedness/disaster/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/disaster/COFlyerFrench.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/preparedness/disaster/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/disaster/CO_flyer_OROMO.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/preparedness/disaster/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/disaster/CO_flyer_SOMALI.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/preparedness/disaster/~/media/health/publichealth/documents/disaster/CO_flyer_SWAHILI.ashx
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Contact-Us/43/
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Submit-a-Resource/67/
http://publichealth.drexel.edu/
http://publichealth.drexel.edu/che/
http://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/
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 Emergency Information/911 Cards: These 
emergency information cards provide basic 
questions on a person's emergency status, as 
well as common answers to these questions. 
The resource is available in English, Kirundi, 
and Swahili.  

 
 Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) -    

A Real Illness (Handout): This handout    
provides information on the symptoms and  
possible causes of PTSD. The resource is avail-
able in English, Arabic, Kirundi, Somali, and 
other languages.  

 
 No Ordinary Flu: This resource is a comic   

intended to communicate pandemic flu prepar-
edness messages to low-literacy, limited and 
non-English proficient groups. It illustrates the 
story of a survivor of the 1918 flu pandemic and 
connects it to the current threat of pandemic 
flu. The resource is available in English,     
Arabic, Amharic, Somali, and other          
languages.  

 
 Home Isolation- Instructions for Patients: 

This resource provides information for people 
with suspected, probable, or confirmed cases of 
H1N1 influenza.  It encourages at-home care 
and provides information to help prevent spread 
of H1N1 to close contacts. The resource is avail-
able in English, Amharic, Arabic, French, 
Haitian Creole, Somali, Swahili, and other 
languages.  

 
 Live, Intranasal Influenza Vaccine (H1N1)- 

What You Need to Know: This fact sheet  
provides information about the live, intranasal 
influenza vaccine for H1N1.  It explains who 
should be vaccinated and who should receive 
the live vaccine as opposed to the traditional 
"flu shot" or inactivated vaccine. The resource is 
available in English, Amharic, Arabic, 
Oromo, Somali, and other languages.  

 Say No to Pandemic Influenza: This flyer 
shows how influenza is spread and how to  
prevent spreading the virus to others. The   
resource is available in English, Zulu,         
Afrikaans, Arabic, French, and other       
languages.  

 
Recovery Assistance: 
 
 Fact Sheet- Immigrant Eligibility for      

Disaster Assistance: This fact sheet provides 
a concise overview of the services immigrants, 
with and without documentation, are eligible 
for in the wake of a disaster.  

 
 Immigrants and Disaster Assistance: This 

Immigration Law Center webpage provides 
links to a variety of resources on issues      
surrounding immigration, current legislation, 
and disasters.   

 
Key Organizations &        
Data Sources: 
 
 Refugee Health Information Network: 

Refugee Health Information Network is a     
national collaborative partnership whose objec-
tive is to provide quality multilingual, health 
information resources for health care providers 
of refugees and asylees. Materials related to 
refugee health are available in multiple       
languages. Resources available include, but are 
not limited, to the topics of communicable    
disease, chronic diseases, children, women's 
health, and primary care.  

 
 The Stanford Health Library - Multilingual 

Health Information: The Stanford Health  
Library provides translated health and wellness 
information in a wide range of languages. The 
translated materials are categorized by topics, 
including emergency preparedness.  

 
 U.S. Department of Homeland Security- 

2009 Yearbook of Immigration Statistics: 
This statistical database provides information 
on immigrant arrivals by county/region of    
origin, place of resettlement, and other     
characteristics. 

 
 U.S. Census Bureau- American Community 

Survey: This database provides annual and 
three year estimates on a wide range of   
population characteristics at national, state, 
and local levels. 

http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__16975/resourceId__18308/
http://www.brycs.org/documents/911cards.pdf
http://www.brycs.org/documents/911cards.pdf
http://www.brycs.org/documents/911cards.pdf
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__16975/resourceId__17003/
http://www.healthyroadsmedia.org/english/Files/pdf/EngPTSD.pdf
http://www.healthyroadsmedia.org/arabic/Files/pdf/AraPTSD.pdf
http://www.healthyroadsmedia.org/kirundi/Files/pdf/KirPTSD.pdf
http://www.healthyroadsmedia.org/somali/Files/pdf/SomPTSD.pdf
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__11515/resourceId__19293/
http://eweb.naccho.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=ProdDetailAdd&ivd_prc_prd_key=d133d4c3-481c-4077-83a5-9c2c13e3bb75&ivd_qty=1&Action=Add&site=naccho&ObjectKeyFrom=1A83491A-9853-4C87-86A4-F7D95601C2E2&DoNotSave=yes&ParentObject=CentralizedOrderEntry&ParentDataObject=Invoice%20Detail
http://eweb.naccho.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=ProdDetailAdd&ivd_prc_prd_key=f8ce437e-5f36-451c-a450-2cb058a96554&ivd_qty=1&Action=Add&site=naccho&ObjectKeyFrom=1A83491A-9853-4C87-86A4-F7D95601C2E2&DoNotSave=yes&ParentObject=CentralizedOrderEntry&ParentDataObject=Invoice%20Detail
http://eweb.naccho.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=ProdDetailAdd&ivd_prc_prd_key=4ec99d65-de12-4baf-9346-0e897b7f9ccb&ivd_qty=1&Action=Add&site=naccho&ObjectKeyFrom=1A83491A-9853-4C87-86A4-F7D95601C2E2&DoNotSave=yes&ParentObject=CentralizedOrderEntry&ParentDataObject=Invoice%20Detail
http://eweb.naccho.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?WebCode=ProdDetailAdd&ivd_prc_prd_key=1a6fd0fc-66f5-4a20-9b3f-4ee9e9f46ce1&ivd_qty=1&Action=Add&site=naccho&ObjectKeyFrom=1A83491A-9853-4C87-86A4-F7D95601C2E2&DoNotSave=yes&ParentObject=CentralizedOrderEntry&ParentDataObject=Invoice%20Detail
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__11515/resourceId__18869/
http://rhin.org/document_view.aspx?id=6370
http://rhin.org/document_view.aspx?id=6371
http://rhin.org/document_view.aspx?id=6372
http://rhin.org/document_view.aspx?id=6374
http://rhin.org/document_view.aspx?id=6375
http://rhin.org/document_view.aspx?id=6380
http://rhin.org/document_view.aspx?id=6382
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__11515/resourceId__19061/
http://www.immunize.org/vis/h1n1_liveflu.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/vis/am_h1n1_live.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/vis/ab_h1n1_live.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/vis/or_h1n1_live.pdf
http://www.immunize.org/vis/so_h1n1_live.pdf
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__18448/resourceId__18455/
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/shared/mainsite/activities/health/h1n1flyer_en.pdf
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/shared/mainsite/activities/health/h1n1flyer_zulu.pdf
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/shared/mainsite/activities/health/h1n1flyer_afrikaans.pdf
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/shared/mainsite/activities/health/h1n1flyer_ar.pdf
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/shared/mainsite/activities/health/h1n1flyer_fr.pdf
http://www.nilc.org/ce/nilc/disasterassist_immeligibility_2007-06.pdf
http://www.nilc.org/disaster_assistance/index.htm
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__18448/resourceId__19095/
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/languageId__11521/resourceId__16393/
http://www.dhs.gov/files/statistics/publications/LPR09.shtm
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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Publications: 
 
 Emergency Preparedness for African      

Immigrants in West Philadelphia: This     
report presents the findings of an initiative to 
develop an emergency preparedness outreach 
strategy for African immigrant communities in 
West Philadelphia. Specific recommendations 
include those for developing and disseminating 
messages, distributing vaccines, and building 
public health department/community            
relationships. 

 
 Disaster Threats to Vulnerable             

Populations- Cultural Competency Critical 
to Disaster Threats: This report examines the 
association between culture and emergency 
preparedness and presents the results of a 
study of two minority communities in Maine 
(the Passamaquoddy tribe on Pleasant Point 
Reservation and the Somali refugee community 
in the City of Lewiston). The study identified 
gaps in preparedness between these          
communities and the general population.  

 
 African Immigrants in the United States: 

This issue brief discusses trends in African    
immigration to the United States and the      
sociodemographic characteristics of this     
population. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Below are links to upcoming events as well as     
recently published reports and articles. 

 
Upcoming Events & Training: 
 
2010 National Conference on Quality Health 
Care for Culturally Diverse Populations 
October 18-21, 2010 
Baltimore, MD 
 

The 2010 National Conference on Quality Health 
Care for Culturally Diverse Populations provides 
the opportunity for networking and education 
through over 60 practice-oriented sessions on a 
wide range of topics, including: cultural          
competence training, culturally competent health 
care organization, culturally appropriate care to 
reduce disparities, and research/measurement.  
Presentations/posters on preparedness and       
diverse populations include: 
 

 Adapting an Organizational Cultural   
Competence Self-Assessment Tool for 
Emergency Preparedness  

 

 Evaluating a Cultural Competency        
Curriculum for Disaster Preparedness and 
Crisis Response 

  

 Strengthening Vulnerable Populations 
through Preparedness  

 

 Introduction to Evaluating a Cultural   
Competency Curriculum for Disaster    
Preparedness and Crisis Response  

 

 Hospital Emergency Preparedness for 
Mass Casualty Response for Culturally   
Diverse Communities 

 

For general information about the conference 
CLICK HERE.  
 
2010 APHA Annual Meeting  
November 6-10, 2010 
Denver, CO 
 

The American Public Health Association Annual 
Meeting & Exposition is the oldest and largest  
gathering of public health professionals in the 
world, attracting more than 13,000 attendees.  
The conference features numerous sessions on 
preparedness and diverse populations.  For more 
information CLICK HERE.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/search__lippmann/resourceId__18911/
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic/Subtopic/Record-Detail/18/search__african+immigrants+/resourceId__19414/
http://www.migrationinformation.org/USfocus/display.cfm?id=719
http://dx.confex.com/dx/10/webprogram/Paper2824.html
http://dx.confex.com/dx/10/webprogram/Paper2910.html
http://dx.confex.com/dx/10/webprogram/Paper2648.html
http://dx.confex.com/dx/10/webprogram/Paper3095.html
http://dx.confex.com/dx/10/webprogram/Session1435.html
http://www.apha.org/meetings/
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2011 Public Health Preparedness Summit  
February 22-25, 2011 
Atlanta, GA 
 

The Summit is one of the largest meetings of  
public health, emergency management, and other 
professionals to share their best practice training 
models, tools, or other resources that advance the 
field of public health preparedness.  For more   
information CLICK HERE.  
 
Recent Publications: 
 
Enhancing Public Health Emergency          
Preparedness for Special Needs Populations: 
A Toolkit for State and Local Planning and 
Response  
The RAND Corporation recently released an inter-
active toolkit with strategies and resources to help 
public health departments prepare for and respond 
to special needs populations, including racial/    
ethnic minorities and those with LEP, in a public 
health emergency. A GIS mapping tool was also 
developed that allows for preparedness-related 
population characteristics to be mapped at the 
state, county, and Census tract level. To access 
the resource CLICK HERE. 
 
Migrant and Seasonal Farm Worker        
Emergency Preparedness Planning Guide 
Based on feedback from an expert panel, this 
planning guide provides a set of actionable step to 
integrate racially and ethnically diverse migrant 
farm workers into preparedness and response 
plans. Strategies for working with immigration  
officials, bi-lingual interpreters, and trusted    
community leaders are discussed. To view the 
planning guide CLICK HERE.  
 
Immigration, Ethnicity, and the Pandemic 
This Public Health Reports article provides a      
historical perspective on challenges faced by public 
health officials in reaching diverse communities 
during the Great Influenza pandemic of 1918 and 
the integral role community/faith-based organiza-
tions and ethnic media outlets. To view the full 
text article CLICK HERE.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent Events and Updates: 

 

Deep Horizon Oil Spill:  The oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico is perhaps the largest offshore oil spill  and 
one of the worst environmental disasters in U.S. 
history.  While the parameters of the spill’s physical 
impact remain unknown, the Gulf States of        
Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas 
are already experiences adverse effects—states 
with large proportions of racial/ethnic minorities 
and individuals with limited-English proficiency.    
As the situation continues to unfold, public health 
officials are taking steps address the health threats 
associated with the spill—such as contaminated air, 
food, and water—as well as mental health impacts 
associated with social and economic disruption.  
Below is a list of translated materials and resources 
to aid preparedness and response efforts for      
diverse populations. 
 
 Assessing the Effects of the Gulf of Mexico 

Oil Spill on Human Health- A Summary of 
the June 2010 Workshop: This Institute of 
Medicine report presents the findings from a 
two day workshop on the health effects of the 
Gulf of Mexico oil spill and strategies for        
research, response, and recovery activities.  
Issues relating to culture, language, and diverse 
populations are discussed throughout the      
report. To download the document CLICK 
HERE.  

 
 Boat People S.O.S. Provides Services for 

Vietnamese-American Victims of Deep   
Horizon Oil Spill: BPSOS, a community-based 
organization serving Vietnamese-Americans 
across the country, is providing a range of    
services to assist the Vietnamese-American  
victims of the Gulf Coast oil spill. To learn more 
about their efforts, CLICK HERE.  

 
 

http://www.phprep.org/2011/
http://www.rand.org/pubs/technical_reports/TR681/
http://www.norc.org/NR/rdonlyres/524FDD40-B68B-49E7-820F-8006E90BDD5F/0/FILLABLEMigrantandSeasonalFarmWorkersEmergencyPreparednessPlanningGuide.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2862341/pdf/phr125s30123.pdf
http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2010/Assessing-the-Effects-of-the-Gulf-of-Mexico-Oil-Spill-on-Human-Health.aspx?utm_medium=etmail&utm_source=Institute%20of%20Medicine&utm_campaign=08.10.10+Report+-+Oil+Spill+Health&utm_content=New%20Reports&utm_term=Academic
http://www.bpsos.org/en/media-room/press-releases/378-bpsos-provides-direct-services-community-education-and-legal-assistance-to-oil-spill-victims
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 CDC- Managing Traumatic Incident Stress 
for Deepwater Horizon Response and   
Volunteer Workers: English, Spanish  

 
 CDC- Reducing Occupational Exposures 

while Working with Dispersants During 
the Deepwater Horizon Response: English, 
Spanish 

 
 OSHA Deepwater Horizon/Mississippi 

Canyon 252 Oil Spill Fact Sheet: English, 
Spanish, Vietnamese  

 
 NIEHS Oil Spill Cleanup Initiative- Safety 

Awareness for Oil Spill Cleanup Workers: 
English, Spanish, Vietnamese  

Hurricane Season: June 1st signaled the official 
start of Atlantic hurricane season. This year’s    
hurricane season marks the five year anniversary 
of Hurricane Katrina—the tragic storm which 
graphically highlighted the urgent need to address 
racial/ethnic disparities in preparedness and     
disaster outcomes. While federal, state, and local     
efforts to address these issues have gained      
momentum in recent years, disparities continue to 
persist. CLICK HERE for a select list of resources 
to strengthen hurricane preparedness in diverse 
communities and inform planning across all phases 
of an emergency.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voices from the Field:       
Amy Lippmann1,                       
A Culturally Competent Approach 
to Preparing Somali Refugees  
 
Africa is an extremely diverse continent.  Over 
1,000 different languages are spoken across the 54 
countries, in addition to a countless variety of    
dialects, ethnic groups, and tribes—each with     
distinct cultures, traditions, and religious beliefs.2  
And while demographic data indicate that immi-
grants of African descent are one of the fastest 
growing foreign born populations in the United 
States—more than doubling between 1990 and 
20073—this information is of limited value to public 
health officials and their efforts to reach communi-
ties of African immigrants at the local level.     
 
Engaging communities within this diverse popula-
tion requires culturally tailored and community-
based strategies.  We spoke with Dr. Amy 
Lippmann of the University of New England to learn 
about her experiences working with Somali      
refugees in Lewiston, Maine.  Dr. Lippmann’s work 
highlights the importance community-based     
partnerships, cultural diversity, and some counter-
intuitive strategies for engaging refugee             
communities in preparedness activities.  
 
Somali immigration to the United States has      
increased gradually since the late 1990s when    
severe social, political, and economic turmoil in  
Somali drove residents to the United States seeking 
refugee status.  Initially, a large proportion of    
Somali refugees settled in mid-Western cities, such 
as Minneapolis-St. Paul, but have gradually        
migrated to other regions en masse.  While precise 
numbers are difficult to ascertain, there are       
approximately 5,000 Somali immigrants in the City 
of Lewiston—a population that is disproportionately 
comprised of women and single mothers.    
 
Dr. Lippmann’s interest in preparing Lewiston’s  
Somali community for disasters and public health 
emergencies stems from her personal background.  
A resident of Israel, Dr. Lippmann comes from a 
disaster culture where the prospect of war, 
drought, and other threats are constant and      
preparedness is a way of life.  Furthermore,        
Dr. Lippmann’s experiences in Israel have made 
her fully aware of religious diversity and its power 
in decision making processes.  As Dr. Lippmann  
explained, it is from this perspective that she has 
approached her work with Somali refugees.  

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/traumatic.html
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/traumatic-sp.html
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/oilspillresponse/dispersants.html
http://www.cdc.gov/spanish/niosh/topics/petroleo.html
http://www.osha.gov/oilspills/deepwater-oil-spill-factsheet-ppe.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/oilspills/factsheet-oilspill-spanish.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/oilspills/factsheet-oilspill-vietnamese.pdf
http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/posted/2931/OSHA_Pub_3388_Safety_Awareness_Oil_Spills_English.562287.pdf
http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/public/hasl_get_blob.cfm?ID=8616
http://tools.niehs.nih.gov/wetp/public/hasl_get_blob.cfm?ID=8633
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/Topic-of-the-Month-Archives/116/
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 Early on, Dr. Lippmann recognized that she would need to work with a trusted community leader, or 
“gatekeeper,” in order to successfully engage the Somali community.  She found this partnership with 
Ms. Fatuma Hussein and the Lewiston-based organization United Somali Women of Maine.  Working 
closely with both Ms. Hussein and a translator, Dr. Lippmann provided preparedness education, helped 
respond to the H1N1 pandemic, and raised awareness around the issue of preparedness. 
     
As Dr. Lippmann quickly found, religion was a powerful force in shaping perceptions of disaster and    
preparedness in Lewiston’s Somali community, which is largely comprised of devout Muslims.              
As  Dr. Lippmann explained, the phrase “everything is from Allah” was a common response to questions 
about disasters, preparedness behavior, and risk reception.  Members of the community believed that 
their fate was in the hands of Allah—a belief that contributed to lower levels of personal preparedness in 
the community. 
 
Religious determinism, however, was not the only factor that contributed to lower levels of prepared-
ness.   Minimal English proficiency (approximately 30% of the community did not understand English) 
and information seeking patterns also presented challenges.  Spiritual leaders were the preferred source 
of information in the Somali community as opposed to television or internet.  Limited economic resources 
was additionally found to be a barrier to personal preparedness behaviors, such as stockpiling materials 
to prepare for an ice storm.  The response, “why would we spend money to buy something that we 
might not use?” was a common theme expressed to Dr. Lippmann.  In sum, Dr. Lippmann’s research 
found that the Somali community in Lewiston was 10 times less prepared than the mainstream         
population.4  
 
While limited English proficiency and low levels of discretionary income are barriers to preparedness   
often shared by other immigrant communities, Dr. Lippmann found that Lewiston’s Somali community 
was unique in a number of ways.  One aspect was in regard to trust in government.  A number of studies 
and anecdotal evidence suggest that, when it comes disaster response, racial/ethnic minorities have 
lower levels of trust in government than the mainstream population.5   While one may assume that   
refugees from a nation rife with political corruption and violence would distrust government,               
Dr. Lippmann found the opposite to be true.  Her survey research discovered that the Somali community 
had higher levels of trust in the police and the army than the mainstream population. Furthermore, an  
overwhelmingly larger proportion of Somalis felt that the government would take care of them compared 
to the mainstream (96% Vs 52%).  Through her interviews, Dr. Lippmann discovered that these         
favorable perceptions of U.S. government originated from the fact that the U.S. granted them refugee 
status, provided them with social services upon arrival, and represents a haven from political turmoil.     
 
As political violence, corruption, and economic strife continues to plague nations across the African    
confident, refugee migration to the United States is likely to continue.  While there is significant cultural 
diversity between groups within this population, public health officials and emergency managers should 
be aware of this demographic shift and explicitly consider and evaluate their needs when developing  
preparedness and response plans.  Dr. Lippmann’s work reinforces the importance of flexible           
planning/response frameworks that go beyond the “one size fits all” approach and allows for the power 
of community-based partnerships to be realized. 
 
1. Amy Lippmann, DLP(c), RN, BS, MPA is an Assistant Professor at New England University. 
2. African Cultural Center USA.  
3. Migration Policy Institute. African Immigrants in the United States.    
4. To access Dr. Lippmann’s research and survey findings CLICK HERE. 
5. Eisenman D, et al. (2004). Will  Public Health’s Response to Terrorism Be Fair? Racial/Ethnic Varia-

tions in Perceived Fairness during a Bioterrorist Event.” Biosecurity and Bioterrorism, 2(3): 146-156.  

http://www.uswofmaine.org/
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/SiteData/docs/Disaster_T/202000c5b4328ccc/Disaster_Threats_to_Vulnerable_Populations_edited__2_.pdf
http://www.une.edu/faculty/profiles/alippmann.cfm
http://www.africanculturalcenter.org/6_0aboutus.html
http://www.migrationinformation.org/USfocus/display.cfm?id=719
http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/SiteData/docs/Disaster_T/202000c5b4328ccc/Disaster_Threats_to_Vulnerable_Populations_edited__2_.pdf
Will%20Public%20Health%E2%80%99s%20Response%20to%20Terrorism%20Be%20Fair?%20Racial/Ethnic%20Variations
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 We encourage you to share the National Resource Center with your peers and colleagues and        
welcome you to link to the website. Please also feel free to e-mail your comments and any feedback to 
our team. We look forward to working with you to making this site a resourceful and useful tool in      
advancing the preparedness of our nation's diverse communities.  
 
Sincerely,   
 
Jonathan Purtle, MPH, MSc 
Program Manager 
National Resource Center  
Drexel University School of Public Health  
E-mail: diversitypreparedness@drexel.edu  
 

 

 

http://www.diversitypreparedness.org/

